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Guards,   named   Bell,   who,   discovering   from
Revelation that he and his group would never
die, announced that the end of the world would
come fairly soon, in fact on February 28th, 1763.
What Wesley objected to most, however, was not
only these heresies and absurdities, and the excess-
ive addiction of their people  to  meetings,  but
the behaviour of these in chapel, their " irreverent
expressions in prayer ; their extolling themselves
rather than God, and telling Him what they were,
not what they wanted ; their using poor, flat,
bald hymns ; their never kneeling at prayer, and
using postures  and  gestures  highly  indecent."
Besides, they had little love to their brethren, no
meekness,  and they hated being contradicted.
Worst of all, the preachers screamed, making what
they said in  their sermons  unintelligible,  and
Wesley hated screaming.   Their prophecies and
ravings made some public stir and  caused re-
flections to be made on Methodism ; and while
Wesley, as he said, gladly suffered the opprobrium
of Christ, he had no mind to suffer that of en-
thusiasm.   He was surprisingly patient with Max-
field, while the latter, on the other hand, intrigued
against him,  and invented improbable stories.
Wesley bore  certain  resignations  unperturbed,
and even the declaration of some of the society
that they would not be browbeat any more try
him; but in the end a break was forced on him,
and Maxfield left the society, taking some two
hundred members with him.   His explanation